A high level of transferrin mRNA in the liver of analbuminemic rats.
By means of immunological screening, a cDNA clone bearing the mRNA sequence for rat transferrin was isolated from a cDNA library of rat liver mRNA. The amounts of transferrin mRNA in livers of analbuminemic rats (NAR, Nagase analbuminemia rats) and normal rats were determined by RNA blot hybridization using a cloned transferrin cDNA probe. The level of transferrin mRNA in the NAR liver was about 1.7 times that in the normal rat liver. These findings suggest that the enhanced synthesis of transferrin in the NAR liver resulted from an increase in the transferrin mRNA level.